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The Judicial Judgments and Descriptions
of Revenge-themed Literary Works During
the Wei and Jin Dynasties

LUO Shi-qin
(School of Humanities, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, 100088, PRC)

[ Abstract] Among the revenge-themed literary works during the Wei and Jin Dynasties, the judicial
process and judgments are well depicted in these revenge-related cases. An analysis focusing on the facts
from these descriptions and an enquiry into their legal premises and backgrounds, would help us to get a
better understanding of how the revenges were treated in the society, as well as the related enforcement of
law back then. When the rules on prohibiting revenges were put forward and gradually improved, the
descriptions in revenge-themed literary works correspondingly showed their features. These literary works
witness the gradual improvement of the legislative and judiciary on the revenge issues, and have played an
indirect role of publicizing the rules at that time.

[ Key words | revenge-themed literary works; the Wei and Jin Dynasties; the judicial judgments;

narration
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